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Excellence in Education ......................................................... Every Student ............................................................................................ Every Day

        It is with mixed emotions that I write the May 2015 Superintendent’s Message as I will be retiring at the
end of the school year. As I reflect on my 5 years as Superintendent in Radford, I have great happiness for “No
Senior Bobcat Left Behind” for two consecutive years. Radford High School will have back-to-back champion-
ships with no senior drop-outs in 2014 or 2015! No other high school that we can locate has achieved this
success. I also have great appreciation for the second year of success in a partnership with Radford’s Noon
Rotary to offer a May 2015 College and Career Luncheon for 8th graders at Dalton Intermediate School as

 Becky H. Greer, Ed. D., Superintendent

Sincerely,

Becky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky Greer
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students prepare to enter high school and become the Class of 2019. It is a pleasure to celebrate the 5th year of the Belle Heth Elemen-
tary School’s 4th grade “May 2015 Tour Around Town” as students learn to “Preserve the Past” and the 3rd year of an elementary
school strings program. At McHarg Elementary School, I am thankful for the 4th year of Swim School so we send 2nd graders on their
way for the summer knowing they can all swim (or at least tread water). It has been a special honor to sponsor 5 years of elementary
and secondary art shows and receptions. In addition, our academic, arts, athletic and CTE teams brought home many regional and
state championships.
        It was a source of extreme gratitude in 2013 when the Radford City Council designated the Fred Wygal School Building (now the
School Administration Office) as the 1st City Historical Site. I appreciate a City Council and School Board that have worked together to
approve a balanced budget for the past 5 years in which all our school division employees got a raise each year. Probably the greatest
source of 5 years of professional happiness has been knowing that this school division has an outstanding faculty and staff, a special
family of professionals who are truly dedicated to academic education as well as the social, physical and mental well-being of all our
students.
        It is with mixed emotions that I say “Happy Trails to You”. I wish the next Superintendent the same joy and happiness in this
excellent School Division and wonderful City that I have known in the past 5 years.

       It all began with a trip to China.  Last June Dr. Becky
Greer and Mr. Jeff Smith took a week-long trip to China to
establish an exchange relationship with the international
school at Xi’an Tie Yi High School in Xi’an, China.  On
February 4, 2015, three Chinese students arrived in Virginia
to begin a six week stay with host families in Radford.
     While they were here, the students attended classes at
Radford High School, first with their host students and
then in classes concentrating on their areas of interest.
They also enjoyed visits to the local universities, the Bar-
ter Theatre in Abingdon, and high school sporting events.  They also had fun making new friends, cooking for their host families,
bowling, laser tag, and other typical teen activities.
     This exchange relationship will continue in June as three Radford High School Students will travel to Xi’an with teacher/chaperone
Mrs. Yimin Chan and spend two weeks with host families there.

International Exchange Program
By: Becky Dangerfield
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     Students Vs Cancer is a new non-
profit organization, started by Cecil
Hickam, which helps local students who
are battling cancer within a 40 mile ra-
dius of Radford.   Though the organiza-
tion will help with some of the financial

RHS Students Vs Cancer
By Cecil Hickam

burdens of bills, it tries to help each patient in a unique way, such
as providing transportation to chemotherapy treatments in a nicer
rented vehicle instead of the old Nissan Sentra that the parent is
currently driving, which breaks down every now and then.  Other
ways of helping might be buying the student an X-box, new video
games, larger screen TV,  Kindle, cable subscription, or anything
that helps get the student’s mind off of the terrible battle which
he/she is fighting.   Class Officers at Radford High School are the

ones who make the decision of how to
help each individual, which is helping
our students play a very important role
in the lives of those who are suffering.
     On April 28, Students Vs Cancer
kicked off its opening campaign with a
goal of raising $2000 in a 3 day period.
If this goal could be achieved, many
faculty members at RHS agreed to do
ridiculous things such as wearing half
shaved heads and/or half shaved mus-
taches for 3 days, men in dresses, dyed
goatees,  creating rap songs, wearing a
Leprechaun suit, permanently dying
pink the tips of their hair, and some
teachers shaving goatees and beards
that they have had for 10 to 20 years.

Though the goal was lofty, the students and faculty rallied hard
for this important cause and raised $4,680.92 in the 3 days.  To see
video and all that was done, you can visit the website of the
organization at www.studentsvscancer.org.

     On Tuesday, March 31 the Career & Technical Education (CTE)
program at Radford High School held an Open House event for
students in grades 7-11 and their families.  The goal of this event
was to showcase the CTE programs to help students make deci-
sions about their academic and career plans.  Each of the CTE
teachers opened their classrooms, shared current projects and
curricula, and visited with attendees to give them a feel for the
programs offered.
     Representatives from New River Community College were also
on hand to provide information about their programs of study that
dove-tail with the RHS CTE classes.  Jeff Levy, head of the Com-
puter Aided Design program, demonstrated a 3D printer and para-
metric models created by his classes for the Department of De-
fense and national CAD competitions.   Deborah Kennedy, Direc-
tor of Enrollment Management, spoke with participants about a
free summer STEM camp for girls, called “Girls Get IT”.  Margaret
Sproule, RHS Career Coach, shared information about the services
and programs she offers for all Radford High School students to
help them plan for post-secondary education, training, and jobs.
Special thanks to Lowe’s Fairlawn for donating items for prize-
giveaways and Wade’s Radford for providing refreshments.
     The RHS CTE program allows students to acquire skills, achieve
industry certifications, and earn college credits through dual en-
rollment at New River Community College.  It offers students aca-
demics with an emphasis on real world application in the areas of
Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources; Architecture & Construc-
tion; Art, A/V Technology & Communications; Finance; Health
Science; Hospitality & Tourism; Information Technology; and
Manufacturing.   Please contact RHS for more information about
any of these programs.

Career & Technical
Education News
By: Margaret
Sproule

     There’s a new Bulldog in
town and it is waiting to be
named!  Belle Heth now has
a new mascot.  The students
are voting this week on his
or her name.  The mascot will

Belle Heth’s New

By Lynn Jacomen
Mascot

kick off the SOL Pep Rally that will take place prior to Standards of
Learning tests that begin soon.  McHarg Elementary students are
joining BHES for the Pep Rally and Super Hero Day.  The Pep Rally
will celebrate the Super Hero that exists in all of us as we move
closer to testing.
     The mascot will also join us in our Summer Kick-Off that will
take place on Thursday, May 28th from 6-8 p.m.  We will have
inflatables, food, and games for all to enjoy. This is a FREE BE
THERE event and we hope our community will join us!

  Dates to Remember

June 4                                        Graduation
June 5                      Last Day for Students
June 15-30          Remediation/Enrichment
August 3-6           Remediation/Enrichment
August 17                                 Open House
August 19                 First Day for students
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   This year Swim School is being held at the
Christiansburg Aquatic center.  We are us-
ing the Leisure Pool (the lagoon) where the
average temperature is 86 degrees, a zero
depth entry with five water-dumping buck-
ets and several spray features.  Also, a two-
story triple loop water slide and there are
four 20 yard lap lanes that are from three to
five feet deep.
   Swim School is designed to orient second
grade students to recreational swimming and
expand their knowledge of water safety.
There is a half of hour of lessons and a half
an hour of free play.  Each child is assessed
then the students progress through the les-
sons at their own pace including basic wa-
ter safety, and stroke improvement and  de-
velopment.  The second graders will at-
tend eight lessons this spring.

McHarg’s Swim School
By: Dana DeHart

     What would you do with $100,000? Students at Dalton recently
had the opportunity to explore the fundamentals of personal fi-
nance and investing by participating in the Stock Market Game, a
national program coordinated locally by the VA Council on Eco-
nomic Education.
     This spring, ten teams from Mrs. Cook’s 8th grade Civics classes
were each given a virtual portfolio of $100,000 to invest in live time
on the New York Stock Market.  They researched, bought and sold
stocks in the hopes of growing their money.  The object of the

John Dalton Intermediate School
By: Joanne Cook

Well-Mannered Wednesdays
By: Lynn Jacomen

“Well Mannered Wednesdays” take place
once a month at BHES.  Students “dress to
impress” and work to display their very best
manners.  Even though we expect the best
manners every day, this once a month desig-
nation provides opportunities to discuss
manners, work on leadership, and wear cloth-
ing we may not want to wear on an everyday
basis!  Ties, dress clothes, dresses, and shoes
have been donated this year by teachers, fami-
lies, the community as well as the Radford
Clothing Bank and are available for any stu-
dent who may need it.

Students Helping Students
By Dana DeHart

   Four Radford High
School seniors have tu-
tored students at McHarg
Elementary this year.  High
school counselor, Mrs.
Webster, works with
McHarg principal, Mrs.
Denny to coordinate the
program. The students re-
ceive service hours by do-
ing this for the school

year. The high school tutors meet with the classroom teacher and
discuss expectations.  They help the children with math and read-
ing.  They also bond, encourage, and have a little fun.
     Seniors, Amelia Shaffer, Natalie Cox, Maddie Hickman and Brit-
tany Rummell come to McHarg three days a week and work in
Tracie Farmer and Dana DeHart’s 2nd grade classroom for 30 min-
utes.  Amelia, Natalie, and Brittany were all in DeHart’s 1st and 2nd

grade class.  They enjoy sharing stories and pictures with the
students from their experiences at McHarg.  The children love for
“the girls” to come and work with them. The tutors are a good
influence and a wonderful role model for these children.

Mark Your Summer Calendars!
2015 “Be There” Family Movie Night

RHS Norman Lineburg Football Stadium
Date: August 15, 2015

Event starts at 7:30 p.m.
Free Movie, Popcorn, Cotton Candy, & Community

Fun
Watch for details in July

game was to
gain the most
money in a
three month
period of time.
     At the end
of the compe-

tition, two teams placed first and second in the VT Regional Middle
School district and attended the Awards Reception on May 7th.
Congratulations to the following teams: First place: Trinity Massey,
Lilly Weschke, and Rachel Tuosto.  Second place: Tiohna Eaves,
Emma Minnick, Kathleen Reuwer, and Taylor Hamblin.
     Additionally, two students, Tess Ritchey, and Rachel Tuosto,
are participating in InvestWrite, a cross-curricular writing compo-
nent and competition that compliments the Stock Market Game.
Students can build on their newfound knowledge and apply it to
the real world by submitting an essay on a given topic pertaining
to the stock market.  Essays are judged nationally by financial
industry professionals.
     Finally, 5 students are participating in The Capitol Hill Chal-
lenge, a special edition of the Stock Market game that is offered
every spring.  This team matches members of Congress with stu-
dents. It also provides members of Congress an opportunity to
visit schools in their home states or districts. Members of this
team are: Trinity Massey, Shane Roop, Tess Ritchey, Cat Baker,
and Lilly Weschke. Competition for this game ends in May.
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Radford High School’s Horticulture class had their first greenhouse sale starting on
May 1, 2015. This sale was a huge success with a great turn out from not only
members within the school system but also the community. The horticulture stu-
dents have been growing and caring for plants since January 2015. The students
really took pride in seeing their plants grow and then getting the chance to help in
the sale. The horticulture class is already planning for our greenhouse sale next year.

By Katie Givens

I see joyful spring flowers.
I run and play.

Oh what a sunny day.
On a day like this I want to

shout.
Everybody come right out.

As the fall leaves come,
The winter snow shines bright

and bold.
The bees buzz by on a summers

day.
The sun so light it glows.

The trees are bright as snow in
winter.

I see yellow, orange, and red
swoop by.

Summer sun so bright and bold
Snow in winterrrrr.

I see the seasons come and go!

                         By Odessa Mayalorca, 2nd Grade

                     I See Joyful Spring Flowers

Top Row: Denise Boor, Joe Hester, Valerie Rogers,
Frances Hunter

Middle Row: Sherrie Cullaty, Lisa Swope, Mary Frye
Front Row: Carmon Roop, Suzy Miller

Not Pictured: Charles Manns, Nancy Hubbard,
Joyce Keith,

Wayne Pridgen (See page 2), Dr. Becky Greer

Congratulations Retirees!


