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Welcome
Presentation of Colors
Pledge of Allegiance

Introductions
Dr. Martinrex Kedziora - Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services

Opening Remarks
Gary E. Baugh - President, Board of Education

Sponsor Recognitions
Mays Kakish - Chief Business Official

Years of Service Awards
Paul Schell - Emcee

Celebratory Remarks
Superintendent’s Award

Dr. Judy D. White - Superintendent of Schools

Site Employee of the Year Recognitions
Paul Schell - Emcee

District Educator of the Year Recognitions
Dr. Robert J. Verdi - Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

Congratulations
Closing Remarks

Dr. Judy D. White - Superintendent of Schools
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Message from the Board President

Message from the Superintendent
Of all the lessons we teach the 34,000 children who come to us each day to learn, one of the most important is
taught simply by example: how to be an adult.
As educators, it is our hope and intention that the children in our care will grow up to be thoughtful, creative,
inquisitive, caring adults prepared to support themselves and their families and contribute to the good of the
greater community. To that end, we teach them languages, mathematics, history, and all the other subject 
matter we believe they should learn to be successful. Even once the lesson is finished, however, we continue to
teach; and students continue to learn the most fundamental lessons of all.
As your colleague, and as a grandparent in our District, I am so very grateful to say that I see those life lessons of
honesty, respect, responsibility, and empathy being taught with care every day at schools and work sites across the
District. And the employees we honor at this event exemplify “Excellence on Purpose,” the professionalism
required to be both outstanding employees and shining examples for the students we serve.  
If, by the example of the way we live our lives, we continue to teach children these critical life lessons correctly,
then everything else we need to teach them will be that much easier.
It is with a deep sense of pride and respect that I offer my congratulations and thanks to each of our Employees
of the Year.  

Judy D. White, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

On behalf of the Board of Education, and as a member of the Moreno Valley community, it is my honor to join
in recognizing our Employees of the Year. 
Playing a role in educating children is perhaps the noblest endeavor. Education is what moves us individually and
as a people from darkness to light, from ignorance to understanding, from poverty to prosperity. The employees
we recognize this year help provide that education with a mixture of enthusiasm, patience, and kindness that sets
them apart and serves as an example of “Excellence on Purpose” for all of us. 
Student academic achievement is made possible by many people serving in a variety of roles. Whether you make
your contribution to student success by teaching in the classroom, serving in the lunchroom, mending and 
comforting in the health room, or by providing the day-to-day support needed to make those direct student 
interactions possible, we are so proud of and grateful for your service.
It has been rightly noted that nothing done in service to children is ever wasted. So to all our Employees of the
Year, please accept the sincere gratitude and congratulations of the Board of Education and your colleagues for
all you do in service to students and our greater community. 

Gary E. Baugh, Ed.S.
President, Board of Education
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JANET L. ARAGON - Speech Language Pathologist, Moreno Elementary School

JANIE CARRIO - English Language Specialist, Vista del Lago High School

AMY DARGITZ - Elementary Teacher, Honey Hollow Elementary School

EUGENE J. DICESARIS - Custodian I, Palm Middle School

JILL R. GARCIA - Elementary Teacher, Armada Elementary School

JULIE HARRINGTON - Counselor, March Mountain/March Valley

MARLA HOFFMANN - Elementary Teacher, Cloverdale Elementary School

LYNN KOLLAR - Elementary Teacher, North Ridge Elementary School

KATHRYN A. KOTHLOW - Elementary Teacher, Box Springs Elementary School

THERESA S. LABIK - Professional Development Specialist, Professional Development Department

ERIC LINDNER - Social Science Teacher, Moreno Valley High School

EVELYN D. LUERAS - Instructional Assistant English Learner, Badger Springs Middle School

CAROL MAYBERRY - Independent Study Teacher, March Mountain High School

MARLA MELVIN - Elementary Teacher, Bear Valley Elementary School

PATRICIA ADAMS MERCIER - Elementary Teacher, Bear Valley Elementary School

TIMOTHY MIXON - Sixth Grade Teacher, Mountain View Middle School

JEFFREY PATERSON - Associated Student Body & Physical Education Teacher, March Valley School

PAMELA S. PEDALINE - Elementary Teacher, North Ridge Elementary School

ALISON J. PELLETIER-FEEKEN - Counselor, Creekside/Hidden Springs Elementary Schools

ELIZABETH O. PEREZ - Instructional Assistant English Learner, Language Assessment Center

JANICE L. PETTENGILL-BARNETT - Elementary Teacher, Butterfield Elementary School

RANDY E. POWELL - Head Custodian I, Hendrick Ranch Elementary School

TONI PATALANO SMITH - Elementary Teacher, Box Springs Elementary School

DIANE STONE - Elementary Teacher, Box Springs Elementary School

DARLA ANN TOBAR - Elementary Teacher, Moreno Elementary School

TERESA D. TONSETH - Sixth Grade Teacher, Landmark Middle School

JENNIFER L. VILLA-SANTA - Special Education RSP* Teacher, Ramona Elementary School

SANDY WIBLE - Psychologist, Mountain View Middle School/Rainbow Springs School

CYNTHIA WILLIAMS - Elementary Teacher, Ramona Elementary School

30 Years of Service
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RITA BALDERAS - Instructional Assistant, Badger Springs Middle School

FRANCES YBARRA BALDWIN - Elementary Teacher, Creekside Elementary School

PATRICIA A. BOYD - Instructional Assistant, Canyon Springs High School

SUSAN BOYLES - Elementary Teacher, Midland Elementary School

CONNIE BRUNKE** - Instructional Assistant, Box Springs Elementary School

JUDY CONTRERAS - Special Education RSP Teacher, March Mountain High School

PAT DAVIS - Special Education RSP Teacher, Midland Elementary School

JOHN DRAPER - Head Custodian I, Sunnymeadows Elementary School

HAROLD A. HEEKIN - Automotive Diesel Mechanic III - Transportation Department

PATRICIA M. JOHNSON - Elementary Teacher, Bear Valley Elementary School

MARGARET KELLY - Instructional Assistant, Moreno Valley High School

CHERYL LONGO - Special Education NSH*** Teacher, Canyon Springs High School

PAULETTE S. MCDOLE - Elementary Teacher, Cloverdale Elementary School

ERNEST D. MILLER - Custodian I, Box Springs Elementary School

EILEEN M. O’BRIEN - Elementary Teacher, Sunnymeadows Elementary School

DAVID P. TAITANO - Custodian I, Midland Elementary School

*Resource Specialist Program

**MVUSD Graduate

***Non-Severely Handicapped

35 Years of Service
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Professional Learning Community Award Honorable Mention
FIRST GRADE PLC* - Edgemont Elementary School - Dr. Patricia Bazanos, Principal

FIRST GRADE PLC - TownGate Elementary School - Paula Rynders, Principal
SECOND GRADE PLC - Hendrick Ranch Elementary School - Joan Warburg, Principal

THIRD GRADE PLC - Creekside Elementary School - Nadakia Neal, Principal 
FIFTH GRADE PLC - Sunnymead Elementary School - Marisa Brough, Principal

TENTH GRADE PLC - Valley View High School - Kristen Hunter, Principal 
AVID** PLC - Vista Heights Middle School - W. Mark Hasson, Principal 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT PLC - Sunnymead Middle School - Jennifer Castillo, Principal
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT PLC - Vista Heights Middle School - W. Mark Hasson, Principal
VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS PLC - Vista del Lago High School - Janelle Woodward, Principal

WHOLE SCHOOL PLC - Ramona Elementary School - Sandi Bunting, Principal
*Professional Learning Community **Advancement Via Individual Determination

Superintendent’s Award
Professional Learning Community

The Canyon Springs Academic Coaching Team exemplifies
the true intent of a professional learning community: to focus
on what we want students to learn, how we know when they
learn it, and what we will do if they don’t learn it. The group
works together across the curriculum to prepare students for
success. It starts with ensuring that teachers use best first
instruction with strategies that embody the goals of the
Common Core State Standards. Beyond that, the coaches
meet daily to collaborate on appropriate topics for
professional development based on classroom observances and
student data analysis to address current needs. The team
embraces a “learn by doing” philosophy. Teachers immerse
themselves in the topic, experiencing the strategies as their 
students will and using hand-picked materials to ensure that
all curricular areas and ability levels are addressed.

The Academic Coaching Team communicates regularly at staff meetings to ensure all teachers know what they are
doing and why, keeping the focus on students. They truly respect and appreciate all staff members, utilizing
people’s strengths and building confidence in areas for growth. Their leadership influence is felt across the campus
as they share their passion for identifying the best methods to continually improve student learning. The success of
the team can be directly attributed to the manner in which they work together as they embody the theme of Canyon
Springs High School: “One Team – One Purpose – Transforming Lives.” 

ACADEMIC COACHING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY TEAM
CANYON SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL - TAMARA KERR, PRINCIPAL
KATELYN BEAMAN, DON DAVIS, DIVINA ELBO, ANTONIA HUNT, ANA VELAZQUEZ

Pictured L to R: Don Davis, Ana Velazquez, Antonia Hunt, Divina Elbo,
Katelyn Beaman.
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LINDA SHATTUCK
Teacher of the Year
Linda Shattuck teaches a diverse population of special needs students at the high school level.
She ensures that all students are engaged in the learning process by using their personal 
experiences to build interest. Mrs. Shattuck engages her students and promotes democracy
and equality by allowing students to vote, create rules, and make decisions in the classroom.
She inspires all staff members to achieve “Excellence on Purpose.” Mrs. Shattuck strives to
make every student aware of career and college pathways to encourage adult success. She
reaches out to support new teachers and share knowledge and insight. Alessandro is proud to
salute Mrs. Shattuck.

Armada Elementary School - Jeffrey Jones, Principal
SANDRA MERLETTI
Teacher of the Year
Sandra Merletti has been an exemplary elementary teacher in Moreno Valley Unified since
2005, motivating students to build a foundation for learning and implementing creative
engagement strategies that are instrumental to the way her classroom operates. She instills a
positive message of high expectations for her students to realize their potential and dreams
and connects that to their need to graduate from high school. This high-spirited teacher 
creates a special bond with her students’ families to promote the success of each student.
Armada Elementary is privileged to have such an extraordinary educator as Sandra Merletti. 

ELSA GARCIA
Classified Employee of the Year
Elsa Garcia is a dependable and diligent Instructional Assistant EL* who gladly takes on
whatever task is given to her. She works effectively with students of many different 
backgrounds and all ages, from assisting kindergarten students with small group 
instruction to helping fifth graders with math intervention. She develops strong relationships
with her students and holds high expectations for work accuracy and completion. Ms. Garcia
works well with her peers and makes a positive impact on our school and community. She
is highly respected and valued at Armada Elementary.
*English Learner

Alessandro School - Karen Clifford, Principal

RHONDA SHERMAN-MOORE
Classified Employee of the Year
Rhonda Sherman-Moore is a dedicated, caring, and conscientious Instructional Assistant
SDS* who works with our special needs students. She has a sense of humor and is 
committed to making positive changes in students’ lives. Rhonda brings energy and 
enthusiasm to her class and has an understanding of what students need. She is always eager
to provide assistance whenever needed. She makes coming to school a more positive 
experience for all our students and staff. We are proud to have Rhonda represent Alessandro
School as our Classified Employee of the Year.
*Severely Disabled Students
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DAWN STRANGE
Teacher of the Year
Dawn Strange has been a teacher at Badger Springs Middle School for 13 years. She teaches 
intervention and study skills, participates on multiple site committees, oversees and supports
numerous programs, and provides support and leadership to her colleagues. She is always
helping someone! She prepares quality lessons and motivates her students to do their best
work. Mrs. Strange spends time building relationships with both students and parents in
order to help her students succeed. She is a wonderful role model for her students and 
colleagues. It is a pleasure to have Mrs. Strange as Badger Springs’ Teacher of the Year.

MARIA VINDELL-OROZCO
Classified Employee of the Year
Maria Vindell-Orozco, in her responsibilities as an Instructional Assistant EL, reaches out to
students and makes meaningful connections. Those connections inspire students to learn
English, exit the reading intervention program (Read 180), and earn good grades in all their
classes. Her work ethic and contributions to the total school environment are exceptional.
Maria is respected by coworkers and students, and she possesses the ability to build instant
rapport with students, staff, and parents. We salute her as the Classified Employee of the
Year for Badger Springs.

Bear Valley Elementary School - Scott Walker, Principal
ADAM FLORES
Teacher of the Year
Adam Flores is Bear Valley’s transitional kindergarten teacher and exemplifies “Excellence on
Purpose.” Adam is deserving of Bear Valley’s Teacher of the Year award because of his 
dedication to educating our students in the most nurturing, effective, and meaningful ways.
Adam wears many hats at Bear Valley: administrative designee, technology coach, and English
Language Facilitator. He is always proactive and positive. Adam is a true educational leader
and respected among staff, students, parents, and the community.

JIMMIE L. PRINCE JR.
Classified Employee of the Year
Jimmie Prince has an outstanding work ethic and dedication to his responsibilities.  As our
school Custodian I, he performs all his duties with a positive attitude and often exceeds
expectations. He goes above and beyond to make Bear Valley the safest, cleanest campus he
can for our students and staff. He is always willing to assist our staff, students, and the 
community without hesitation. His overall rapport makes him a very valuable employee and
role model, and it is an honor to have Jimmie Prince as our Classified Employee of the Year.

Badger Springs Middle School - Jason Barney, Principal

MVUSD Graduate
Canyon Springs High School, 1996

MVUSD Graduate
Valley View High School, 1994



8

ALBA CHEW
Teacher of the Year
Alba Chew has a warm, caring heart and creative mind which are necessary to engage students
and create those critical personal relationships that lead to academic success. Her personal
philosophy of education includes, first and foremost, that “all students can learn.”
Additionally, her view of teaching is that every student needs to be given the same 
opportunity to learn. Daily, she shows her students that she believes in them. Indeed, she
exemplifies the MVUSD motto of “Excellence on Purpose.”

CINDY HUBLER
Classified Employee of the Year
Cindy Hubler brings a smile to everyone’s face each day. Her positive personality as an
Instructional Assistant SDS is important as she works with our students in a Special Day
Class. Her skills include following the lesson plans provided by the teacher and effective
classroom management. She works very hard to ensure a quality instructional program for
her students and utilizes creative strategies to address their diverse needs. She is a caring 
person and an asset to Box Springs and our District.

Butterfield Elementary School - Jon Black, Principal
LISETH MARTINEZ
Teacher of the Year
Liseth Martinez is an outstanding educator who is dedicated to the success of her students.
They thrive in the positive environment in her classroom. Her commitment to students and
Butterfield as a whole is reflected in her passion to become a better teacher every day. Mrs.
Martinez is a compassionate, caring, and strong teacher who consistently has success with 
students both academically and behaviorally. Butterfield is extremely honored to recognize
Liseth Martinez as our Teacher of the Year.

REYNA GARCIA
Classified Employee of the Year
Reyna Garcia is the backbone of the office at Butterfield. As our Clerk Typist I Bilingual,
she works with students, parents, teachers, visitors, and other classified staff; and she does so
with outstanding customer service and a smile on her face. Reyna is an example of
“Excellence on Purpose” every day! Her work ethic is second to none, and she consistently
goes above and beyond to help all who need assistance. Butterfield is honored to have Reyna
represent us as our Classified Employee of the Year.

Box Springs Elementary School - Wade Hamilton, Principal
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KATELYN BEAMAN
Teacher of the Year
Katelyn Beaman is an extraordinary teacher. She was a student at Canyon Springs High
School; and after graduating from college, she came back to us as a teacher and has spent 8
years enriching the lives of her English/language arts students. In addition to her teaching
responsibilities, she serves as an academic coach, leading our school in Common Core 
implementation and best instructional practices. She sets high expectations for her students,
and they excel under her teaching.

SUSAN K. SWITZER
Classified Employee of the Year
Susan Switzer, Secretary II at Canyon Springs, goes the extra mile in everything she does and
always with a cheerful smile. She is a master at multitasking as she handles a multitude of
responsibilities. She makes her very difficult job, which demands strong interpersonal skills,
appear effortless. Her work ethic meets the highest standards as she goes above and beyond
every day to assist our staff, students, and the extended Cougar family. She is a true team
player and the glue that keeps us together.

Chaparral Hills Elementary School - Gregory White, Principal
VIVIAN CHENG
Teacher of the Year
Vivian Cheng is an outstanding Special Education teacher. She is a kind person with a good
sense of humor who always has a smile on her face. She is very organized and generous and
has one of the biggest hearts of any teacher. Vivian constantly maintains a positive attitude
when dealing with students, staff, or parents. She often goes beyond her classroom to mentor
other teachers. In addition, she took the initiative to start our Student Council. Vivian is an
asset to Chaparral Hills.

ELIZABETH MELGOZA
Classified Employee of the Year
Elizabeth Melgoza is an Instructional Assistant EL at Chaparral Hills. She always goes above
and beyond in her duties helping students and teachers. She loves teaching students dance
routines and is a positive role model. To help motivate students, Elizabeth runs her own
treasure box for students who complete all their classroom work. Elizabeth is always willing
to go the extra mile to help teachers with whatever is needed. We are very lucky to have
Elizabeth Melgoza at Chaparral Hills. 

Canyon Springs High School - Tamara Kerr, Principal

MVUSD Graduate
Canyon Springs High School, 2002
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BARBARA SABATINI
Teacher of the Year
Barbara Sabatini has worked for Moreno Valley Unified School District for more than 13
years. She has one goal at Cloverdale, and that is to serve all students by providing specific
strategies such as compassion, patience, and humor to support their learning. Barbara 
models the traits of respect, honesty, and the importance of embracing others as she teaches
the second and third grade Special Day Class with fervor. When she is not teaching her own
class, Barbara supports general education students with afterschool tutoring in reading/
language arts and math. We are honored and proud to have Barbara as Cloverdale’s Teacher
of the Year.

ALAN BERGMANN
Classified Employee of the Year
Alan Bergmann has worked for the District since 1999. He is currently Head Custodian I at
Cloverdale and works tirelessly to maintain the beauty and safety of our campus. Mr.
Bergmann ensures staff and students have a comfortable learning environment while 
maintaining a clear sense of order and cleanliness. He is building a cohesive team of 
custodians with a shared purpose. He is an essential member of our “power save” team, 
helping to monitor our site’s usage of electricity in order to recover funds to support student
achievement. Mr. Bergmann is a great example of Cloverdale “Lion Pride.”

Creekside Elementary School - Nadakia Neal, Principal
MARTHA MARTIN
Teacher of the Year
Martha Martin is a transitional kindergarten teacher with more than 20 years of experience,
mainly at Creekside. She is a lively and engaging educator who captures the short attention
span of her young students. This year Martha has taken over parts of the Booster Club and
has been instrumental in increasing membership significantly. To make that happen, Martha
was out with her pompoms every day for a week. She also serves as a union representative.
Martha is a valuable asset and a great team player. The staff at Creekside are honored to have
her as our Teacher of the Year.

SHARON RUNYAN
Classified Employee of the Year
Sharon Runyan has been Creekside’s School Secretary II for the last 10 years. Sharon is
always helpful and possesses a wealth of information. She is the “go-to gal” for many 
questions from staff and parents. Sharon always has a smile on her face. When parents enter
the office, they are greeted with Sharon’s happy “Hello” and “How can I help you?” Sharon
is a true professional and assumes all responsibilities necessary to keep the school 
functioning well. Sharon’s dedication to students and staff is valued, and we are honored to
have her as our Classified Employee of the Year. 

Cloverdale Elementary School - Mallanie Harris, Principal
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SHARON BRADEN
Accountant, Nutrition Services Department
Carla Lyder, Director
Sharon Braden, Accountant in the Nutrition Services Department, does an outstanding job
of paying, compiling, and recording the financial transactions of the department. Sharon has
kept pace with all the changes involved in learning new program regulations, mastering new
timelines/schedules, and completing monetary claims. She is focused and committed to 
excellence, possesses positive people skills, and demonstrates remarkable number 
crunching/accounting expertise. Sharon is a “diamond” employee and an asset to the
Nutrition Services Department and MVUSD!

LILIBETH B. CARRACEDO
Warehouseperson I, Maintenance & Operations Department
Stan Brown, Director
Lilibeth Carracedo, Warehouseperson I, has worked in the District mailroom for nearly 2
years. During her tenure, she has shown humility and service that go above and beyond her
job duties. Lilibeth has taken ownership of the mailroom, keeping the sites, administration,
and post office staff informed and updated. She has also reached out to all who use the 
mailroom services to educate and assist them so they can be better served. Her skills and 
abilities are outstanding; and she leads, teaches, and gives corrective help. Lilibeth truly makes
a difference in the lives of those with whom she comes in contact.

WALTER CASAS
Dispatcher, Transportation Department
Jason Songer, Manager
Walter Casas has been with the District since 1988, beginning his career as a bus driver and
now serving as Dispatcher. He possesses great team building skills, a valuable asset for our
department. Walter is willing to do whatever it takes to get the job done. He always 
demonstrates a professional attitude and is a model employee who strives to be the best at
what he does. Walter’s leadership skills, attention to detail, and excellent communication
skills serve our department well. We are pleased he is a member of the Transportation
Department.

Departments and Divisions

CONNIE JONES
Accounting Technician, Risk Management Department
Scott Mann, Director
Connie Jones is an Accounting Technician in Risk Management and has 14 years of progressively
responsible experience managing employee benefits. She provides superior customer service to
MVUSD employees and enjoys a reputation of being a conscientious and dedicated professional. Her
quiet, unassuming personality contributes greatly to the team atmosphere in the Risk Management
Department. Connie’s contributions to the District’s new employee orientation program, employee
health fairs, and service on the Fringe Benefits Committee are invaluable and highlight the 
tremendous impact she has across the entire District community.

– Business Services –
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JACQUELYN SMITH
Secretary III, Information Systems Department
Aaron Barnett, Director
Jackie Smith is dedicated and committed to providing exceptional customer service to all
departments and schools as Information Systems supports and implements technology
throughout the District. Jackie maintains high standards in her work. She has 
exceptional knowledge related to her position as Secretary III and a great aptitude for 
making staff feel comfortable with technology. She possesses incredible team building and
collaboration skills. Jackie serves as a role model for the department and makes a significant
impact in bringing technology to our staff and students.

DENISE MCCREA
Secretary III, Accountability and Assessment Department
Kimberly Hendricks, Director
Denise McCrea has been an employee in the District for more than 24 years, currently as
Secretary III in Accountability and Assessment. Her support to both the director and 
coordinator is invaluable. Her customer service skills are exceptional, and she handles all
responsibilities efficiently and with a smile on her face. Denise is always willing to learn and
goes above and beyond, taking on additional responsibilities to keep the office running
smoothly. She assists with testing, creating reports, and is an asset to both the department and
the District.

Departments and Divisions
– Business Services –

– Educational Services –

ROSA MURGA
Secretary II, Categorical Programs Department
Lisa Broomfield, Coordinator
Rosa Murga has worked in Categorical Programs for 2 years, and her contributions have been
invaluable. Rosa is able to collaborate and work cohesively with staff members, 
parents, and community members as well as independently. She goes well above and beyond
what is asked of her and completes every task assigned to her with enthusiasm, 
professionalism, and excellence. From the moment Rosa started in Categorical Programs, she
has maintained a high standard and level of performance. 
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Departments and Divisions

GLORIA CUEVAS
Switchboard Operator/Receptionist Bilingual 
Dr. Judy D. White, Superintendent
Gloria Cuevas, in her role as Switchboard Operator/Receptionist Bilingual, greeted and dealt
with staff, students, and the public with kindness and professional courtesy. Her calm
demeanor and friendly confidence helped her provide exemplary service to staff and public
alike. These attributes led her to increased responsibility and a wide variety of positions 
within the District since she first began in 2000. Gloria now works as an Attendance
Specialist in the Educational Services Division. Regardless of the position she holds, Gloria is
a glowing example of “Excellence on Purpose” in the workplace and in her personal 
attributes.

– Superintendent’s Office –

MVUSD Graduate
Moreno Valley High School, 1987

Special Congratulations
to

Denise Gibson
Human Resources Specialist

2015 Riverside County
Confidential

Employee of the Year!

3
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EDMA S. PAYNE
Teacher of the Year
Edma Payne has been a teacher at Edgemont since 2006 and was formerly an instructional 
assistant and a substitute teacher for the District. She is a graduate of Moreno Valley High
School and now serves our District as the consummate example of a highly qualified, 
hard-working, and successful former student who returned to her roots to give back to her
community! Ms. Payne works tirelessly to promote activities such as Friday Night Live, 
Red Ribbon Week, and field trips. In the classroom, Ms. Payne is an exemplary teacher and
respected by her colleagues. Edgemont is proud to honor Ms. Payne as our Teacher of 
the Year.

NOEMI OCHOA
Classified Employee of the Year
Noemi Ochoa, Clerk Typist II Bilingual at Edgemont, almost single-handedly manages any
number of duties that arise, from greeting parent and professional visitors, to answering 
nonstop phone calls and emails, to recording attendance and discipline data. She frequently
works on special projects like our Adopt-A-School Partners’ distribution of school supplies,
snack sacks, and even turkey dinners. When something needs to happen at Edgemont, Noemi
is the first to volunteer and makes it happen with speed, accuracy, and a great big smile! Ms.
Ochoa is an appreciated and valued member of the Edgemont team.

Head Start/Preschool - Bertha Bravo, Supervisor
BERNICE JOHNSON
Teacher of the Year
Bernice Johnson began her career with Moreno Valley Unified School District in 1993 as a
Head Start/Preschool teacher. She has participated on the Calendar Committee and Planning
Committee and can always be relied upon to follow through on commitments. She capably
directs activities involving parents and staff. Bernice sends activities home to parents so they
may partner with her to prepare students for kindergarten. Her friendly, positive approach
has helped staff and administration come together and work as a team. She is a productive,
contributing member of our school community.

GRACE INIGUEZ
Classified Employee of the Year
Grace Iniguez has worked for the Head Start/Preschool programs since 2010. She began her
career with the District 8 years ago but has worked in education for 18 years. Her primary
role as Clerk Typist II Bilingual is to provide office support to the families who are seeking
enrollment in the Head Start program. She is extremely helpful to parents, providing 
guidance and assistance in completing required paperwork. Grace’s positive attitude and
competent work skills are an asset to the Head Start/Preschool programs.

Edgemont Elementary School - Dr. Patricia Bazanos, Principal

MVUSD Graduate
Moreno Valley High School, 1993
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HEIDI AVILA
Teacher of the Year
Heidi Avila is an outstanding teacher who has served the Hendrick Ranch community for 13
years. Student achievement is her greatest concern. Her teaching exemplifies the latest
research-based techniques, and her ideas/strategies are effective and creative. She always shares
her knowledge and is a team player. Heidi coleads our Professional Learning Community
Grade Level Team and serves on our Leadership Team, Site Data Team, District Subject
Advisory Team, and the Staff Club. She is a problem solver and is always willing to give of
her time to help move our school to new heights.

Hidden Springs Elementary School - Misty Kelley, Principal
WENDI GLASS
Teacher of the Year
Wendi Glass has taught kindergarten for 24 years. She acts as a mentor to new teachers and
is a grade level leader. Wendi uses a variety of strategies to ensure her students are engaged
and learn through technology, intervention, writing, and games. She facilitates our 100-Mile
Club program and consistently volunteers at all family events including Math Night and
Harvest Festival. All kindergarten students participate each year in a musical awards assembly
directed by Wendi. She is an asset to staff members, students, parents, and the Hidden
Springs community. 

LESHA WYNNE

Classified Employee of the Year
Lesha Wynne has worked as the Health Clerk Technician at Hidden Springs for the past 10
years. She is very knowledgeable in her field. She offers comfort to the students and is often
heard speaking with students about their day. Lesha not only acts as Health Clerk
Technician, but she is quick to jump in and lend a hand in the office as well. Lesha is 
appreciated by staff and students alike. Her medical expertise and emergency training make
her an integral part of our school community.

Hendrick Ranch Elementary School - Joan Warburg, Principal

ROBERT R. ARMSTRONG JR.
Classified Employee of the Year
Robert Armstrong is a night Custodian I and has worked at Hendrick Ranch Elementary
School for the past 3 years. Robert is extremely professional and possesses the excellent skills
that are necessary for his job. He goes above and beyond his required job duties to be of 
service to the staff. He displays a positive and proactive attitude, and he is respected by 
all our staff. His pleasant demeanor and the manner in which he interacts with staff and 
fellow custodians are greatly appreciated. Robert is highly valued, and Hendrick Ranch is 
privileged to have him on our team.
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AMY DARGITZ
Teacher of the Year
Amy Dargitz is a devoted and dynamic educator at Honey Hollow. She has taught 
kindergarten for 30 years, 27 of those in the same classroom. Mrs. Dargitz has an exemplary
work ethic, performing above and beyond what is expected at all times. She cares deeply
about her students, their families, and the Honey Hollow family. Mrs. Dargitz works well
with her Professional Learning Community and frequently shares her knowledge and ideas
with the team. She has been actively involved in the PTA and several other committees. Her
contributions to Honey Hollow are invaluable.

CINDY HAMRICK
Classified Employee of the Year
Cindy Hamrick has been the Library Media Assistant II at Honey Hollow for 10 years but
has been with MVUSD for 15 years. She is frequently the first employee on campus in the
morning getting ready for the students to arrive. She opens the library during recess and
lunch so students can check out books and work on the computers. Ms. Hamrick goes out
of her way to assist and support teachers and the office staff. She is dependable and always
looking for different ways to help. She is involved with School Site Council and the PTA.
Ms. Hamrick is a valued member of the Honey Hollow community.

La Jolla Elementary School - Tia May, Principal
LORRIEANNE MCCONNELL
Teacher of the Year
Lorrieanne McConnell gives 100 percent to everything she comes in contact with at La Jolla.
She is always positive, energetic, and willing to try new ideas to help our students. She 
consistently goes the extra mile and is a leader to other teachers. Lorrieanne participates on
the second grade Professional Learning Community team. She is creative in designing her 
lessons, which include activities for students to truly grasp the concept of the Common Core
State Standards. Lorrieanne is humble, yet goes above and beyond her classroom duties with
a smile. She is a true “La Jolla Patriot,” and we are fortunate to have her as part of our staff.

Honey Hollow Elementary School - Heather Donahue, Principal

LORI JOHNSON
Classified Employee of the Year
Lori Johnson has been at La Jolla for 2 years. She goes well above and beyond what is
required of her as our school Library Media Assistant II. She is a team player and has a 
wonderful sense of humor. Mrs. Johnson is always willing to help the students and has the
ability to bring books to life. She has gone out of her way to make sure to include the 
kindergarten classes and developed a simple way to visit each kindergarten classroom on
Wednesdays to read aloud to the students. Lori is a valued member of the La Jolla 
community.
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CRYSTAL THOMAS
Teacher of the Year
Crystal Thomas is an exceptional teacher, mentor, visionary, and human being. She has been
a teacher at Landmark Middle School since 2005. She currently teaches seventh grade
English, Accelerated English to our Long-Term English Learners, and is the lead teacher in
the English Department. In addition, Crystal is Landmark’s technology representative and a
member of the Leadership Team. Crystal works with some of Landmark’s most at-risk 
students and English Learners. Because of her dedication, students are achieving at levels that
will not only prepare them for high school but college as well. Crystal is definitely making a
difference in the lives of Landmark Middle School students.

PATRICIA LACEY
Classified Employee of the Year
Patricia Lacey has served as the Clerk Typist I Bilingual at Landmark for the last 8 years. She
is every principal’s dream as a receptionist. Patricia is one of the most friendly and helpful
members of our staff. Parents, students, and staff praise her; and it is impossible to have a
conversation with her and not walk away with a big smile on your face. She makes everyone
feel valued and important. She is a role model for anyone who wants to learn about customer
service. She could write a book on it! We are fortunate to have Patricia as part of our
Landmark family.

JUDY CONTRERAS
Teacher of the Year
Judy Contreras is an exceptional teacher, department leader, and Leadership Team member.
She has worked for Moreno Valley Unified School District for 35 years and is 
committed to helping her Resource Specialist Program students succeed and graduate, using
all teaching methods and resources available. She is involved in the Parent Teacher Home
Visit Project and is chair of the Lifelong Learners Committee. Judy has an excellent rapport
with her department peers, staff at both schools, and parents. She is actively involved in our
Parent/Community Nights and a valuable asset to our school. 

GLORIA BORJON
Classified Employee of the Year
Gloria Borjon is an exceptional School Community Liaison at March Mountain and March
Valley schools. She has been a driving force in recruiting our English Language Advisory
Committee parents and inviting parents to attend our Parent/Community Nights. Gloria is
extremely personable and makes all parents feel welcome. She has made a positive impact on
student attendance by her interactions with students and parents. Gloria is instrumental in
the success of our student recognition assemblies and assists all staff members with 
translations as needed. She also substitutes at the District Office as a translator.

Landmark Middle School - Dr. Vicky Dudek, Principal

March Mountain/March Valley School - Sean McMurray, Principal
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PAT DAVIS
Teacher of the Year
Pat Davis has been teaching at Midland for 34 years as our Resource Specialist. She is 
invested in the success of every student at Midland. She models what professional teaching
should look like not only through her instruction but also through her willingness to assist all
others in their achievement. Mrs. Davis is our Title I Facilitator, School Site Council
Facilitator, and coordinator for America Reads and America Counts. She is viewed as a
teacher-leader by the entire Midland community. She is consistently calm, diligent, and
cheerful. We are proud to have Pat Davis as our Teacher of the Year.

SUSAN GUIAB
Classified Employee of the Year
Susan Guiab has been an Instructional Assistant SDS Level II at Midland for 16 years, 
earning the respect of the students through fairness and empathy. She devotes her entire day
to the students. From the moment she arrives until all the students have left, Susan is with
them, engaging and connecting. She is committed to their success academically and 
socially. Susan’s dedication, calm demeanor, and work ethic are greatly appreciated in her
classroom and by the entire staff at Midland. We are proud to honor her as Midland’s
Classified Employee of the Year.

Moreno Elementary School - Smiley Villavicencio, Principal
TERA TROTTER
Teacher of the Year
Tera Trotter has been a part of the Moreno family for more than 5 years and has worked in
the District for 9 years. She has a strong belief that all students can learn at high levels and
demonstrates this daily as she works with students in the Reading Intervention Program and
with at-risk students and English Learners. Tera runs a yearly California English Language
Development Test boot camp, and that support resulted in an upswing in our reclassification
rates. Additionally, Tera serves as our Testing Facilitator and Student Study Team Chair.
We are truly appreciative of the many hats Ms. Trotter wears to make Moreno a school of 
champion learners!

Midland Elementary School - Sam Stager, Principal

PAUL SEMRAU
Classified Employee of the Year
Paul Semrau, Head Custodian I, has been a part of our Moreno family for more than 14
years and has worked in the District for nearly 22 years. Paul demonstrates “Excellence on
Purpose” every day as he works to create a safe and clean environment for our students and
staff. He volunteers with the PTA and other outside activities involving organized school
events. He is a mentor, and his rapport with students serves as an example for others. When
middle and high school students return to Moreno to visit, they always ask about “Mr.
Paul.” He is a team player and always eager to help others. We are very fortunate to have an
invaluable staff member like Paul at Moreno!
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ROBERT LEPORE
Classified Employee of the Year
Robert Lepore is Head Custodian II at Moreno Valley Community Adult School and has
been with MVUSD since 1991. He is dedicated, responsible, and always willing to help.
Robert ensures that the classrooms are kept very clean and checks for any safety concerns.
When Robert is called for help, he responds immediately. Incredibly, he services 3 schools on
one campus: Adult Education, Moreno Valley Online Academy, and March Mountain High
School. Robert works with the ACTION students from March Mountain and has them assist
him at the adult school, giving them an opportunity to learn life skills. Robert will be 
retiring this year and will certainly be missed by everyone.

Moreno Valley Community Learning Center - Dr. Henry Herreras, Principal
CARLOS LABRADA
Teacher of the Year - Bayside Community Day School
Carlos Labrada has been an essential part of Bayside’s History Department for the past 6
years. He is flexible, compassionate, and dedicated to helping all students in an alternative
learning environment. He employs new techniques to engage his students to connect their
daily lives with history. Carlos is in charge of the English Learner Program and participates
on several committees. Whenever someone is in need of assistance, Carlos steps up and offers
to help. He has become an invaluable teacher-leader, and we are truly honored to have him
at Bayside.

DIANNE ERGISH
Classified Employee of the Year - Bayside/Charter Schools
Dianne Ergish is a dedicated and organized team member. She will do whatever is necessary
to assist with the efficiency of the school program. Her hard work and attention to detail
help make Bayside/Charter excellent programs for our students. As Registrar, Dianne assists
in setting student schedules and helps students with the college application process. She is
also involved in developing policies and procedures for the guidance office. Dianne has
sound analytical, problem solving, and communication skills. The respect and kindness that
she shows to all are guiding examples of “Excellence on Purpose.”

Moreno Valley Community Adult School - Dr. Tammy Guzzetta, Principal
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FRAUKE RAMIN
Teacher of the Year
Frauke Ramin has taught French at Moreno Valley High School for 13 years. She developed
a partnership with a sister school in Normandy, France; and each spring students from France
visit our school and stay with host families. During spring break, Ms. Ramin takes 10 to 15
students to Normandy, and they live with host families. Ms. Ramin works tirelessly to help
her students have this once-in-a-lifetime experience. On many occasions, she has gone above
and beyond to assist students with funding for the trip. She is to be commended for her 
dedication. She has demonstrated a passion for French, giving our students a more global 
perspective.

Moreno Valley Online Academy - Dr. Tammy Guzzetta, Principal
JENNIFER MCGRATH
Teacher of the Year
Jennifer McGrath, a math and science teacher, helped open the Moreno Valley Online
Academy (MVOA) 2 years ago. Since the school’s inception, her enthusiasm and passion for 
learning continues to be a positive influence for all students, fellow teachers, and parents. She
is the Facilitator for School Site Council, setting up the agenda and contacting parents.
Jennifer also acts as administrative designee. She is always willing to go the extra mile to find
ways to help all her students learn, not just in math and science but in all subjects. She instills 
confidence in her students and will not let them fail. Jennifer is a valuable asset, and MVOA
is proud to have her as Teacher of the Year.

Moreno Valley High School - Robert Brough, Principal

TAMI JAMES
Classified Employee of the Year
Tami James has a long tradition of excellence at Moreno Valley High School (MVHS). She
was a student, a star softball player, and a top scholar. After graduating from college, she
returned to MVHS as an instructional assistant and a clerk before promoting into her 
current position of Guidance Assistant. Tami has helped develop a “college-going”
atmosphere on campus. More than 20 percent of our students now go on to a 4-year 
university, a direct result of her hard work. Tami seeks out students with attendance issues
and has been crucial in lowering our drop-out rate. She is an outstanding contributor to our
school community.

MVUSD Graduate
Moreno Valley High School, 1999
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DIANE GUTIERREZ
Teacher of the Year
Diane Gutierrez has been a mathematics teacher at Mountain View for the past 7 years. She
has served in a variety of leadership roles and is a Moreno Valley Educators Association 
representative. She is a dynamic teacher who has led the Math Department in the transition
to Common Core. She can take the most challenging aspects of the curriculum and simplify
them so that students will understand. She always seeks professional growth opportunities
and is very willing to share her knowledge with staff. It is a pleasure to work with Mrs.
Gutierrez. We are proud to have her as a part of the Mountain View Middle School family.

DENISE POSTLE
Teacher of the Year
Denise Postle is an invaluable teacher at North Ridge. She has worked as a Resource Specialist
for the last 14 years. This year she serves as our Afterschool Intervention Coordinator, our
Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Coordinator, and our Special Education
Department Chair. She provides in-class and out-of-class support for many students 
regardless of their needs. Denise is appreciated by the entire school community for being
organized, supportive, and a valuable resource. She always fills in wherever needed. We are
honored to have her as the North Ridge Teacher of the Year.

SANDRA M. TREPTOW
Classified Employee of the Year
Sandra Treptow, School Secretary II, has been at North Ridge for more than 3 years. She is
extremely efficient, professional, and has a talent for running the front office seamlessly. Her
customer service skills are exemplary, and Sandra is respected by staff, parents, and 
students. She provides support to both certificated and classified staff. She ensures that 
systems are in place in the office to provide staff with whatever is needed. She is timely,
impressive, and does whatever it takes to get the job done. We value Sandra as part of our
North Ridge family and are honored to have her as our Classified Employee of the Year.

Mountain View Middle School - Latoysha Brown, Principal

PAM BENEFIEL
Classified Employee of the Year
Pam Benefiel has been an employee of our District for 25 years and at Mountain View for 18
years. She has been a Guidance Assistant for the past 14 years. Mrs. Benefiel is very efficient
and always goes above and beyond. She does a phenomenal job with Infinite Campus and
Master Scheduling as well as solving technological issues. She has outstanding interpersonal
skills and is respected by parents, students, and staff. She always has a smile on her face and
is readily available to assist whenever needed. We appreciate Mrs. Benefiel, and she deserves
to be honored as Mountain View’s Classified Employee of the Year.

North Ridge Elementary School - Casaundra McNair, Principal
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CHRIS JOHNSON
Teacher of the Year
Chris Johnson is a sixth grade math/science/AVID teacher at Palm. During his 16 years as a
teacher he has been at the forefront of positive and proper implementation of new and
research-based programs. Mr. Johnson always puts “students first” and is a proponent of
“doing what is right” for them. Regardless of the subject matter, students like their classes
because of him. Mr. Johnson not only advocates for students but also his colleagues. Other
staff members look to him for advice and leadership. We are honored to have Mr. Johnson
as our Teacher of the Year.

MARYLOU HERRERA
Classified Employee of the Year
MaryLou Herrera has been the Guidance Assistant at Palm for the past 2 years. Her work
ethic and sunny disposition make her an invaluable member of the Palm family. She is 
essential to creating the Master Schedule and assisting teachers with Infinite Campus. She 
understands the scope of work needed to be done for student success. Her personality
enables her to create and maintain positive relationships with the entire school community.
Her ability to complete tasks in a timely, professional manner is essential to our Guidance
Department. We are proud to have MaryLou as a Palm Puma!

Rainbow Springs School - Andrea Aragon, Principal
VERONICA MENDOZA
Teacher of the Year
Veronica Mendoza has worked at Rainbow Springs for 6 years. She has taught at all 3 levels
of education in various school districts. Veronica brings a wealth of Special Education 
experience and skills to our program. She serves as our Parent Education Coordinator as well
as administrative designee. Veronica is always willing to support and mentor any of our new
teachers whenever needed. She brings a sense of “family” to Rainbow Springs with her humor
and genuine love for Rainbow’s students and staff. She makes a real difference here!

JOANNA PEREZ
Classified Employee of the Year
Joanna Perez has worked for the District for 31 years and has been at Rainbow Springs since
2002 as an Instructional Assistant SDS Level II. She has worked in almost all our classes
because of her dedication to our students, ability to adapt to change, and willingness to 
support all our teachers. She worked as our site rover, which was successful since she knew
all our students and staff. Joanna retired in January to enjoy the next chapter in her life. She
will be missed by everyone at Rainbow Springs but has promised to visit often.

Palm Middle School - Erik Swanson, Principal

MVUSD Graduate
Moreno Valley High School, 1986
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KRISTEN BUDDE
Teacher of the Year
Kristen Budde has been in education for 16 years. She is an exceptional example of 
enthusiasm for teaching and commitment to students and families. Creating a welcoming,
engaging, and structured environment for her students is her utmost priority, which is 
evident as soon as you enter her classroom.  Kristen is a valued and experienced leader who
cofacilitates our Student Council, Family Nights, and Student Success Team meetings. Her
commitment to excellence and positive attitude are a testament to her character. Ramona
Elementary is extremely fortunate to have Kristen on our team and honor her as our Teacher
of the Year.

PAULINE BERG
Classified Employee of the Year
Pauline Berg has been Ramona’s School Secretary II for the past 8 years. She is not only the
embodiment of an outstanding employee, but she is an outstanding person as well. She is
compassionate and always goes above and beyond for the staff, students, and families of our
school. Pauline is highly respected and admired by the staff for her work ethic, her 
extraordinary depth of knowledge, and her passion and dedication to Ramona Elementary.
The Ramona community is excited to honor Pauline as our Classified Employee of the Year.

Ridge Crest Elementary School - Diana Emanuel, Principal
JAN DEFILIPPO
Teacher of the Year
Jan DeFilippo has been an exceptional teacher for 19 years. She comes from a different career
field, but teaching is her passion. Jan impacts students’ lives in a positive manner. Her calm
demeanor and agreeable attitude contribute to her leadership abilities. Jan serves in various
positions at Ridge Crest which include Moreno Valley Educators Association representative,
Student Success Team Coordinator, and Grade Level Leader. Above all, Jan builds strong
relationships with her students, which promotes their success. She is to be commended for all
her contributions to our school.

GLORIA CHAVEZ
Classified Employee of the Year
Gloria Chavez serves as Ridge Crest’s Clerk Typist II Bilingual. She has been at our school
for 5 years. Her enthusiasm, communication skills, and professional demeanor are just a few
of the assets she brings to our school. Gloria is reliable, dedicated, and continually upbeat.
Her ability to stay calm in frustrating circumstances is unparalleled. Gloria multitasks 
effectively and is able to handle a high-volume workload. She consistently meets and 
surpasses the scope of the job requirement. Gloria’s hard-working character makes her a top
performer who is a prime example of a Classified Employee of the Year.

Ramona Elementary School - Sandi Bunting, Principal

MVUSD Graduate
Moreno Valley High School, 1994
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TIFFANY PEDROZA
Teacher of the Year
Tiffany Pedroza is an exceptional kindergarten teacher, and the passion she displays for the
teaching profession is evident in her interaction with her students, parents, and colleagues at
Seneca. Mrs. Pedroza’s pleasant and professional demeanor toward her students leads to a
nurturing culture inside and out of the classroom. She guides her grade level team in the
Professional Learning Community on student academic success and takes initiative to 
brainstorm solutions to academic challenges. We are very proud to have Mrs. Pedroza as our
Teacher of the Year.

Serrano Elementary School - Lillian Saldaña, Principal
YESENIA SERRANO
Teacher of the Year
Yesenia Serrano has been at Serrano Elementary approximately 8 years and has taught first
through fourth grades. She serves on the Restructuring Committee and is the coordinator for
grade level student performances. She is actively involved with parents as a member of the
School Site Council. Yesenia is respected by her colleagues, and they look to her for advice.
She believes in teaching the whole child (academically, socially, and emotionally) and is 
dedicated to ensuring all students learn. Yesenia is very caring and engaging. She has a special
gift for teaching and is a lifelong learner.

TERRY BALDERAS
Classified Employee of the Year
Terry Balderas has worked at Serrano Elementary for more than 27 years. As an Instructional
Assistant, she is a team player who is always willing to share her expertise in technology.
Terry manages the computer lab and assists with Title I Literacy. She supports the 
students in small groups, instructing them with an intervention program. Terry is a 
“take-charge person” who is very flexible and helps maintain the technology programs and
equipment to ensure students and staff are successful. She is a great asset to the Serrano 
family and provides valuable input to the School Site Council.

Seneca Elementary School - Emilio Gallegos, Principal

ROXANNA MARTINEZ
Classified Employee of the Year
Roxanna Martinez is an outstanding Instructional Assistant at Seneca who is assigned to a
transitional kindergarten/kindergarten Special Day Class. She possesses the most pleasant
demeanor toward students and staff. Mrs. Martinez collaborates with the teacher in order to
ensure student progress through best teaching practices and assists in curriculum planning
and implementation. This leads to viable interventions at the earliest opportunity to find
solutions to students’ academic challenges. We are fortunate to have Mrs. Martinez as our
Classified Employee of the Year.
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LYNN C. SOLORIO
Teacher of the Year
Lynn Solorio began her teaching career with Moreno Valley Unified School District in 2003.
She came to Sugar Hill in 2013. Mrs. Solorio is respected by her colleagues and has proven
to be an invaluable member of the Sugar Hill teaching staff. She consistently provides a 
stimulating learning environment for her students and encourages them to want to give their
personal best in everything they do. Mrs. Solorio excels in classroom management and 
curriculum implementation and works intensely with her colleagues to meet student needs.
We are honored to have her as Sugar Hill’s Teacher of the Year.

CINDY SIEBOLD
Classified Employee of the Year
Cindy Siebold, Library Media Assistant II at Sugar Hill, began working for Moreno Valley
Unified School District in May 1994. Ever since Mrs. Siebold welcomed the first class
through the library doors with her cheerful smile, a love of reading has been her goal for our
students. The library remains the heart of the school where all students know they are 
welcome, and Cindy is always willing to assist whenever needed. Mrs. Siebold has been and
continues to be an invaluable member of the Sugar Hill family.

Sunnymead Elementary School - Marisa Brough, Principal
ANGELICA RUIZ
Teacher of the Year
Angelica Ruiz has been a Special Day Class teacher at Sunnymead Elementary for more than
7 years. She serves students with various physical and learning disabilities and their families
with exceptional skill and professionalism. Ms. Ruiz ensures her students have adequate 
support and are challenged in her classroom. Every day she works with heart and conviction.
She creates a highly engaging learning environment and works well with resource personnel,
paraeducators, and families. Ms. Ruiz possesses a high standard of commitment to the 
profession. We are honored to recognize her as our Teacher of the Year.

HELEN PIMENTEL
Classified Employee of the Year
Helen Pimentel is Sunnymead Elementary’s Clerk Typist II Bilingual and has worked for the
District since 1995. She comes to work each day with a smile and an optimistic attitude.
When a teacher has a question or needs support, Helen is always willing to assist. She has a
very special way of working and communicating with our families. Her heart and spirit are
evident at all times. Parents always feel heard and supported when Helen is present. Her 
dedication is inspiring, and we are proud and honored to have her as part of our family 
and staff.

Sugar Hill Elementary School - Gwendolyn Green, Principal
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SUSANNA RODRIGUEZ
Teacher of the Year
Susanna Rodriguez exemplifies an enthusiasm for learning, teaching, and a never-ending 
commitment to students and their families through her passion for education. As a math
teacher at Sunnymead Middle, her mission each day is to help students achieve their fullest
potential. She inspires them to be respectful, supportive, and caring as they work 
collaboratively to engage one another in learning. Ms. Rodriguez strives to build positive 
relationships with her students and understands the social and emotional challenges of 
middle school. Ms. Rodriguez demonstrates “Excellence on Purpose” through her relentless
dedication to her profession.

Sunnymeadows Elementary School - Latrice Thomas, Principal
MICHELLE QUILLEN
Teacher of the Year
Michelle Quillen has been a teacher at Sunnymeadows since July 2000. She creates a 
supportive, caring, and respectful learning environment for her students. She encourages 
parents to volunteer, and they feel welcome in her classroom. Michelle is optimistic and
always chooses to do what is best for her students and the school as a whole. She is willing to
help others without hesitation, for example, mentoring new teachers and coordinating a
schoolwide tutoring program. Michelle is an active learner who uses current effective 
teaching strategies and technologies. She is not only our Teacher of the Year but an excellent
teacher every day of the year.

KAREN HEDGECOCK
Classified Employee of the Year
Karen Hedgecock, School Secretary II, has been a valuable team member at Sunnymeadows
for 12 years. Staff value her contributions to our school and her commitment to 
providing excellent customer service to everyone who walks through our office doors. She
always has a smile and a cheerful “Good morning.” Everyone on our staff knows if they have
a question, they can always go to Karen for an answer. It is important to her that our 
students have a positive school experience. She continually supports our student awards and
recognition programs. Karen is a committed, dedicated employee, and we are honored to
have her at Sunnymeadows.

Sunnymead Middle School - Jennifer Castillo, Principal

ALICIA A. WALMSLEY

Classified Employee of the Year
Alicia Walmsley, Instructional Assistant EL at Sunnymead Middle, greatly contributes to the
education of English Learners through her support in the classroom, afterschool tutoring,
and by taking the lead on our California English Language Development Test. She goes
above and beyond to help our students as they acclimate to a new culture, language, and 
educational system. Alicia brings high energy and a positive attitude wherever she goes. She
does whatever it takes to help students stay focused on their academic goals. We are proud
to honor Alicia as Classified Employee of the Year for Sunnymead Middle.
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AUDREY BUTLER
Teacher of the Year
Audrey Butler has dedicated herself to the severely handicapped students in MVUSD for
more than 20 years. After working 14 years as an instructional assistant with Special
Education students, she became an autism teacher at TownGate in 2008. She helped begin
the African-American Parent Advisory Council and the math tutoring club at TownGate. She
is a Beginning Teacher Support & Assessment mentor and supports her team of Special
Education teachers in many ways. Her commitment goes beyond her students to every aspect
of the school. We appreciate her efforts to support TownGate. 

BERTHA ELENA LOPEZ
Classified Employee of the Year
Bertha Elena Lopez has worked for the District since 2006. After serving at the Registration
Center, she transferred to TownGate in 2008 as Clerk Typist II Bilingual. Her 
communication skills are excellent; and she handles phones, paperwork, staff, and parent
needs in a timely manner. She schedules Student Success Team meetings, handles records,
and translates verbally and in writing. She has an exceptional customer service attitude. She
is extremely valuable to our office staff and TownGate as a whole. We are proud to have
Bertha as our Classified Employee of the Year. 

Valley View High School - Kristen Hunter, Principal
BRIAN HARRIS
Teacher of the Year
Brian Harris has been a valued English teacher at Valley View for the past 11 years. He has
taught at all grade levels as well as Honors and Advanced Placement classes. Mr. Harris 
practices his leadership skills to move his department forward with implementing new 
teaching strategies. He volunteers his time on Saturdays and after school to create new
Common Core State Standards lessons for his department as well as assessments to best guide
instruction.  Mr. Harris makes himself available to all students from 6:30 a.m. until late into
the evening on most days. He thinks outside the box when it comes to the education of his
students. Mr. Harris is part of the reason Valley View is such a great place to learn.

ALYANA ARRINGTON-HARRIS
Classified Employee of the Year
Alyana Arrington-Harris is the Valley View Library Media Assistant III. She has displayed
strong leadership qualities since taking over the library. She has created a very inviting 
environment where staff members work collaboratively as a team with students each day.
Ms. Arrington-Harris demonstrates exceptional work habits and focuses on serving every
student each day. She effectively organizes, assembles, and arranges resources so staff and 
students can easily access the library media materials they need. Ms. Arrington-Harris has a
calm, even temperament which permeates the library. She embodies “Excellence on Purpose.” 

TownGate Elementary School - Paula Rynders, Principal
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CYNTHIA DOLAN
Teacher of the Year
Cindi Dolan is completely devoted to the students in Vista del Lago’s Health Academy. She
has been involved in the Health Academy since 2006 and is largely responsible for the 
success and growth of this career pathway. As the coordinator and teacher, Cindi is 
continually looking for ways to help her students succeed, not only in her program but in
their other classes as well. She seeks to extend learning to practical applications that will help
students with their future careers and college experiences. Cindi seeks outside partnerships,
grants, and funding opportunities to further expand hands-on opportunities for our students.
She is a true champion for our Ravens!

Vista del Lago High School - Janelle Woodward, Principal

JOANI FREEMAN
Classified Employee of the Year
Joani Freeman exemplifies dedication in all she does. She demonstrates excellence in her role
as School Secretary III at Vista del Lago and has a reputation as a competent 
professional within Moreno Valley Unified School District. Her work ethic is superior as is
her ability to remain calm in a very active and student-centered office environment. She
treats parents, students, and staff with the utmost respect and kindness. If Joani faces a 
challenge, her first response is to confront it and find a resolution. She keeps our school 
running on an even keel each and every day!

Vista Heights Middle School - W. Mark Hasson, Principal
CYNDERS O'HATMAN
Teacher of the Year
Cynders O’Hatman is chair of the Language Arts Department at Vista Heights and a teacher
who has a passion for student learning. She accepts nothing less than a student’s best effort
and revels in the successes of each of her students. Cynders is a “force of nature,” whose 
ability to engage students significantly impacts learning. She takes personal responsibility for
each student who enters her class, and both gifted and struggling students alike flourish under
her teaching style. We are honored to have Cynders on our team and proud to have her 
represent Vista Heights as our Teacher of the Year.

LAQUISHA PRITCHARD
Classified Employee of the Year
LaQuisha Pritchard came to Vista Heights a little more than a year ago as Head Custodian
II. During this time, she has redefined what hard work and leadership look like. The 
benefit of the students is always foremost in her approach to her work. LaQuisha can always
be counted on to do whatever is necessary to prepare for the many extracurricular events that
take place here. In addition, LaQuisha shares her love of history with students who are often
astounded when she discusses important characters in history. We are proud and honored
that LaQuisha is part of our educational team and our Classified Employee of the Year.

MVUSD Graduate
March Mountain High School, Esperanza Program, 1996
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BRIAN HARRIS - English Teacher
Valley View High School - Kristen Hunter, Principal
Brian Harris has been an innovative leader in shifting the English Department at Valley View
from the California State Standards to the Common Core State Standards. He often
creates new lessons to ensure all students understand a difficult task and uses students’ 
responses to guide instruction and improve comprehension. He emphasizes the value of 
personal creativity in his classroom and encourages his students to think outside the box. He
mentors and guides his whole department to help everyone succeed and constantly strives for
improvement. Mr. Harris is the epitome of what makes an amazing teacher, and we are so
pleased he was selected as a finalist for the 2016 Riverside County Teacher of the Year.

Finalists for 2016 Riverside County Teacher of the Year 

LORRIEANNE MCCONNELL - Second Grade Teacher
La Jolla Elementary School - Tia May, Principal
Lorrieanne McConnell is a consummate professional as she works with staff, students, and
parents at La Jolla. She seeks to have not only academic engagement with her students, but
she looks for ways to support them emotionally as well. Students know that they are her 
number one priority by the high expectations she has for them and by her nurturing nature.
Lorrieanne’s love for teaching is evident in the way she collaborates with her colleagues,
regardless of whether they are new to the profession or seasoned educators. Lorrieanne is
humble, yet she strives for excellence every day. La Jolla is extremely proud that she was 
selected as a finalist for the 2016 Riverside County Teacher of the Year. 

FRAUKE RAMIN - French Teacher
Moreno Valley High School - Robert Brough, Principal
Frauke Ramin’s passion for her subject matter transcends all learning levels and 
demographic groups. She loves her home language and wants to share it with the world. She
has developed a global partnership with a sister city in France. Students come from France to
attend classes at Moreno Valley, and some of our students have the opportunity to travel to
France and attend classes. She works tirelessly to help her students have this once-in-a-
lifetime experience. She loves the sense of service that teaching provides and the opportunity
to help her students become productive citizens. Congratulations, Frauke, on your selection
as a finalist for the 2016 Riverside County Teacher of the Year.

CRYSTAL THOMAS - English Teacher
Landmark Middle School - Dr. Vicky Dudek, Principal
When you walk into Crystal Thomas’s classroom, you will see her leading collaborative 
learning, and all her students are engaged. Crystal works with some of Landmark’s most 
at-risk students, and she has them achieving at levels that will not only prepare them for high
school but has them excited to attend college. She is an expert at technology, and her students
benefit from its frequent use in her lessons. Crystal is a lead teacher in our English
Department, and she is a well-respected member of the site’s Leadership Team. Her peers love
her and appreciate that she is extremely collaborative at sharing her ideas. Crystal is most
deserving of being honored as a finalist for the 2016 Riverside County Teacher of the Year.
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W. MARK HASSON
Principal, Vista Heights Middle School
Dr. Judy D. White, Superintendent

Mark Hasson has been in education for 16 years, 5 years as a classroom teacher and the last
11 as an administrator. Mr. Hasson has been instrumental in creating a college-going culture
at his school. During his administration Vista Heights was the first middle school to exceed
800 on the state Academic Performance Index ranking. Each year dozens of students 
participate in MVUSD’s Science Fair, History Day, and math competitions. Last year Vista
Heights had 3 students soar to the state and national levels in science and history. We are very
proud of Mr. Hasson who creates a level of “Excellence on Purpose” in all endeavors at Vista
Heights.

Site Support Employee of the Year
SYLVIA TAYLOR
Professional Development Specialist, Special Education K-12
Dr. Martinrex Kedziora, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services

Sylvia Taylor is a Professional Development Specialist and has served our District for 28
years. She currently supports four elementary schools – Creekside, Sugar Hill, Chaparral
Hills, and La Jolla. She is a collaborative support team member at each site she serves.
Teachers are inspired by her instructional leadership in support of District initiatives, such as
Direct Interactive Instruction, Illuminate Smarter Balanced Testing, and Language Power. In
every area of her work Sylvia provides enthusiastic connections to students and teachers. She
is a vital component of the Professional Development Team. Congratulations, Sylvia! We are
proud to have you as the Site Support Employee of the Year.

Principal of the Year

RHODES TAYLOR WILLIAMS

Assistant Principal, Moreno Valley High School
Dr. Martinrex Kedziora, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services

Rhodes Williams is an outstanding support to students, staff, and the community at Moreno
Valley High School where he serves as Assistant Principal. Each day he can be seen guiding
and supporting students with any issue that needs their attention. Mr. Williams is a source of
pride and inspiration to the Viking family. He is revered by administrators in the District and
sought after for his deep understanding of student and family needs. We appreciate Mr.
Williams for being tireless in his efforts to make Moreno Valley High School a great school
for all students. Congratulations on being selected Certificated Administrator of the Year! 

Certificated Administrator of the Year

Educators of the Year
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ANTHONY S. INGRASSI
Assistant Custodial Supervisor, Maintenance & Operations
Mays Kakish, Chief Business Official, Business Services

Tony Ingrassi started with Moreno Valley Unified School District in June 1990 as 
Custodian I, and he was promoted to Head Custodian II in 2001 and Assistant Custodial
Supervisor in 2013. Tony has served fellow classified employees as Union Steward for the
California School Employees Association. He works tirelessly, starting in late morning and
working until the last custodian has gone home after 11 p.m. He consistently checks with
staff working overtime on weekends. He is a team player and willing to “pitch in” at any time.
His knowledge in the custodial field continues to make a significant impact on maintenance
services to the District. We are proud to have Tony as our Classified Administrator of the Year.

Confidential Employee of the Year
DENISE GIBSON
Human Resources Specialist, Human Resources Division
Dr. Robert J. Verdi, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
Denise Gibson began her career with MVUSD in 1992, working at the school site level. In
2007 she became a Human Resources Technician, was promoted to Confidential Secretary
in 2012, and became the Human Resources Specialist for management employees in 2014.
She is often the first contact for many of our new employees, and her mixture of 
professionalism and integrity makes every employee feel valued. Denise understands that
every interaction and process we have reflect on the entire organization. She is truly an
unsung hero in the Human Resources Division. In addition to her selection as the District’s
Confidential Employee of the Year, Denise was chosen as Confidential Employee of the Year
for all Riverside County. Congratulations, Denise!

Classified Administrator of the Year

TAMI JAMES
Guidance Assistant, Moreno Valley High School
Dr. Robert J. Verdi, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

Tami James has a long tradition of excellence at Moreno Valley High School (MVHS). She
was a student, a star softball player, and a top scholar. After graduating from college, she
returned to MVHS as an instructional assistant and a clerk before promoting into her 
current position of Guidance Assistant. Tami has helped develop a “college-going”
atmosphere on campus. More than 20 percent of our students now go on to a 4-year 
university, a direct result of her hard work. Tami seeks out students with attendance issues
and has been crucial in lowering our drop-out rate. Congratulations to Tami, who in 
addition to being selected as the District’s Classified Employee of the Year, was a finalist for
this year’s Riverside County Classified Employee of the Year.

Classified Employee of the Year

Educators of the Year
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Gold Sponsors

Fagen Friedman
& Fulfrost LLP

Business Services
Division

Thank You to all of our Sponsors

Educational Services
Division
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The Association of Moreno Valley Management Personnel 

AMVMP

Noon Rotary Club 
of Moreno Valley

Silver Sponsors

Moreno Valley
Chapter 410

The Law Offices of
C. ROBERT BAKKE

Bronze Sponsors

McCune &
Harber, LLP



A Special Thank You 
to our Platinum Sponsor

Donna Carranza 
Solutions Development Manager, Print Services 

3366 E. Willow Street, 2nd Floor 
Signal Hill, CA 90755 

donna.carranza@officedepot.com

Thank you for supporting 
Saluting Education 2015 
and generously donating 
the printing of our program!


