
 THIRD SIX WEEKS EDITION 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
JAN 9 SCHOLAR HONORS 
JAN 12 4TH GRADE MOCK WRITING TEST 

JAN 13 4TH GRADE MOCK WRITING TEST 

JAN 19 NO SCHOOL 

JAN 27 PROGRESS REPORTS 

FEB 4 3RD & 4TH MOCK MATH TEST 
FEB 5 3RD & 4TH MOCK READING TEST 

FEB 13 VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES 

FEB 16 NO SCHOOL 

FEB 19 BOOK FAIR FAMILY NIGHT 

FEB 20-27 BOOK FAIR 

FEB 24 REPORT CARDS  

NEWSFLASH FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

We hope you all had a wonderful, restful holiday!  We are excited about 
the learning opportunities that will be taking place this semester.  As we 
reach the halfway point in our school year, it is extremely important that 
communication between school and home is ongoing.  If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email your child’s teach-
er.  They would be more than happy to discuss your child’s progress or 
address any concerns you may have.  The spring semester is always a 
very busy time.  Please make sure you are checking Tuesday folders each 
week for important information.  Thank you for being superhero parents! 

Jodi Alderete, Principal 

MONDAYS ARE COLLEGE 
T-SHIRT DAY! 

 

We encourage students to 
wear the university shirt 
their class has adopted.  
They must wear dress 

code pants and 3rd  

and 4th  

grade students  

must also  

wear a belt.    

Students may wear a  

superhero shirt or  

a JISD spirit shirt on  

Fridays.  They may  

wear  black or blue  

denim jeans that have  

no more than five pockets 
and no pictures or  

decorations of any kind. 

 

FRIDAYS ARE SPIRIT SHIRT  

AND BLUE JEAN DAY!   

LAUNCH into the Library! 
The third six weeks, Pre-k to 2nd grade students have enjoyed various seasonal literatures. These stories include T’was the Night before Thanksgiving by Dav Pilkey, Run, 

Turkey, Run by Diane Mayr and How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss. Students also enjoyed the book, Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg. We were able to dis-
cuss the differences between the book and movie since many children have seen the movie before. 

Third and Fourth grade students enjoyed seasonal reader’s theatre with scripts from Thanksgiving and Christmas. These students also evaluated a Thanksgiving website for 

reliability, host information, and copyright date. We discussed the importance of looking for this information on websites that are used for learning. 
On December 16th, second to fourth grade students were able to visit the AR Prize Fair and spend points they have earned by reading books and taking AR test. This is an 

incentive to promote reading and will be held again in May. 

The Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for February 23rd – 27th. I will be looking for volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested, please contact me at              
codom@jisd.org. 

Studies have shown that students that read 20 minutes a day are more likely to succeed academically. Here are a few ways to get your child reading: *Read together, *Set 

aside a reading time and place, *Get caught reading yourself, and *Keep books around the house.   
12,195 books have been checked out the first semester. Keep Reading!! 

See you at the library! 

Mrs. Odom, Librarian 

Rudolph Run! ALC community project to collect donations for Twin Oakes 

Nursing Center, Packages for Patriots, Toys for Tots, and the Crisis Center.  

TUTORIALS!!! TUTORIALS!!!  TUTORIALS!!!  TUTORIALS!!! 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:45-3:30 Starting January 20th  

Contact your child’s teacher for more information! 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

EAST SIDE ELEMENTARY-JACKSONVILLE ISD 

mailto:codom@jisd.org


COUNSELORS ARE SUPER LISTENERS 

Happy New Year! I am so happy to be back from my maternity leave. We welcomed a beautiful and healthy baby girl on October 

15th. Brylie Caroline Faucett was born at 3:21 pm and weighed 7 pounds 5 ounces. I am thankful for the time I was able to stay at home, 

but I am also happy to be back at work!  

It feels like the fall semester went by in the blink of an eye! I am so excited to start the spring semester with weekly guidance lessons. We 

will be focusing on respect, friendship, and bullying. We will discuss what bullying is, what to do if someone is being bullied, ways to stop 

bullying, and how to prevent bullying.  

If you suspect that your child is being bullied there are several things you can do to help: 

Talk with your child- Listen to what your child has to say and make it clear that you want to help them. Encourage your child to speak out at 

school. Most of the time the school staff does not know someone is being bullied because the victims stay quiet. If students will com-

municate to an adult at school we can help! Encourage your child to talk to his/her teacher and talk to me as well. We will do every-

thing we can to put a stop to bullying. 

Empathize with your child- Let them know that you are there for them and that East Side is there for them as well. Reassure them that it is not 

their fault and praise them for being courageous enough to tell you.  

Help your child develop strategies for handling bullying- Talk with your child about things they can do or say to respond to bullying. They 

can ignore it, make a joke about it, stand up and tell the bully to leave them alone, or walk away. I can also encourage your child with 

other strategies that can help.  

Be persistent- Bullying may not be resolved overnight, tell them to be patient but also be persistent and continue to tell an adult.   

Communicate- Communication is key! Please talk to us and let us know what is going on. If the bullying is reoccurring after we have gotten 

involved, let us know. We are here to ensure that your child feels safe and secure at school. We want to make sure that your child loves 

to come to school and enjoys every minute of it.  

 At East Side we treat each other like family. Please talk with your children about being  kind, caring, and respectful of others. We en-

courage everyone to respect differences and be uplifting to others. Our students, staff, and parents create the East Side community. 

We want to make sure our community is a respectful and friendly one! 

  

 Mrs. Faucett, Counselor 



POWERFUL Pre-K 
The first half of the year is just flying by 

and almost over. The kids are really 

starting to open up and show their 

interest in learning new things! They 

were very excited to learn about the 

history of Thanksgiving and participat-

ed in lots of fun activities. We also had 

an awesome turn out for our Thanksgiv-

ing feast at East Side. Our lunch room 

was full of friends and family who 

came to celebrate the holiday with us! 

We had a special visitor come to take 

pictures with our little ones, guess who? 

Santa Clause! This gave them a 

chance to tell what they would like to 

get for Christmas this year. We had so 

much fun getting   together with the 

whole school and participating in the 

annual School Wide Sing Along in the 

gym. We sang Christmas songs, 

laughed, and just had a great time. 

We are cruising   through the alphabet, 

extending our knowledge of numbers   

to 40, and   learning important lessons 

every day. We are ready to rock the 

New Year! 

 

Pre-K Teachers: Mrs. Glidewell,  

Mrs. Toledo, Mrs. Henderson,  

Mrs. Apolskis (PPCD)  

KABAM it’s Kindergarten 
 

Our kindergarteners have been 

actively practicing the character 

trait of "kindness" during the third 

six weeks.  As students discussed    

traditions associated with  

Thanksgiving and the Christmas  

holidays they had the opportunity 

to be thankful and share with others, 

too.  All students wrote letters to 

Santa and made cards and gifts for 

family members.  Kindergarteners 

enjoyed riding the Polar Express in 

their pajamas while singing       

Christmas songs and then           

reading stories and discussing 

the main characters, events, and 

outcomes.  We are looking forward 

to a Happy New Year at East Side 

and growing by leaps and bounds! 

Teachers: Mrs. Foreman, Mrs. Fults, 

Mr. Marshall,  

Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Stanley  SUPER Second 
 

We have had an awesome autumn in 2nd 

grade this six weeks. Second graders watched 

a terrific Veteran’s Day music performance 

and studied the five branches of the military 

and what they do.  We also discussed why our 

military is so important and about the freedoms 

we enjoy in the United States of America. Next,  

we learned about the history of the pilgrims, 

their voyage here to America, and about their 

first Thanksgiving celebration with the Native 

Americans. Second graders finished up the six 

weeks by writing a persuasive letter to Santa 

Claus persuading him to deliver a favorite toy 

because they had been such excellent learn-

ers during 2014!  

 

Teachers: Mrs. Bates, Mrs. Browne, Mrs.  

Chandler, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Swinney,  

Mr. Villela 

    First Grade in a  

            FLASH 

 

Happy New Year  

from first grade. This six  

weeks we learned  

about different  

strategies to add and  

subtract. We are also  

becoming super readers.  

Keep working on those sight  

words! Thanksgiving dinner  

was a great way to start the  

holiday season and we ended  

the six weeks with lots of exciting 

Christmas activities! We are looking 

forward to an exciting 4th six weeks 

full of learning! 
 

Teachers: Mrs. Edmonson, Ms. McDonald,  

Mrs. Owens, Mrs. Pilette, Mrs. Wright 

    MARVELOUS Music 

The 3rd Graders of East Side performed a splendid Christmas concert and definitely got everyone into  

the Christmas Holiday spirit!  During these past three weeks, all East Side students have been involved  

in singing Christmas songs and enjoying animated “Christmas Sing-a-Long” stories to prepare us for the  

big school-wide “Sing-a-Long” that took place on December 18.  After Christmas, all grade levels will        

begin new studies of music.  The 1st and 2nd grades will begin work on their spring programs to be  

presented the latter part of the semester.  Dates and times will come to you rafter Christmas break.  

 The 4th graders will begin learning to read/count music.  3rd grade will enjoy the study of some major  

composers such as Bach and Beethoven.  Just know that we will be totally engaged in music the rest  

of the school year!   Keep music in your child’s life….it increases their academic scores as well as  

brings their attention to the beauty that music adds to our world. 

Mrs. Childs 



The school year is halfway finished and we are flying through it with hard work 

and determination just like superheroes.  We have been building our stamina in 

reading and writing by constructing expository and narrative writing. One of the 

ways we have been doing this is by incorporating elaboration to show our  

  feelings rather than just telling our feelings. In reading our primary focus has        

 been determining the author’s purpose, which is why the author is  

        writing the story. Martin Luther King and Caesar Chavez are just a couple of 

the biographies that have taught us about using informative or persuasion   

 to overcome challenges. In math we have been estimating  

      fractions, interpreting remainders in division, and determining products             

 in multiplication.  In science we have been studying slow  

            changes to our earth like how the Grand Canyon was formed    

 through erosion. Another part of our science curriculum has  

                  been learning how to identify natural resources and being able             

  to tell the difference between renewable and  

                        nonrenewable resources.  In Social Studies we have been            

  exploring the native tribes of Texas.  Caddo and  

                             Cherokee are just a couple of the tribes we have been                    

  studying. We are all looking forward to a new six weeks                 

   full of learning.  Happy New year from your 4th  

   grade team.  
  

Teachers: Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Peasley,  

Mrs. Riden, Mrs. Washburn 

 

FANTASTICALLY 

FABULOUS  

in  Fourth     
Third is  

TREMENDOUS 

 

Third grade has rocked this year!   

In reading, we have learned all the  

characteristics that make up a fairy  

tale. This is so much fun for the kids.    

Some of us have even written our own.   

In writing and language arts we are still  

focusing on our grammar skills but we have  

also reviewed adjectives, adverbs, and  

learned how to write a persuasive text.  Math  

has been busy with solving word problems and  

finding factors of products.  We have also learned  

about number tables and how to describe  

multiplication as a comparison.  Science has been a  

blast because we were able to make our own car out  

of clothes pins!  The kids have studied simple and  

compound machines this 6 weeks.  In small groups the  

children created a car and we tested it by making it roll.   

Finally, local and national laws have been our topic in  

social studies.   The Christmas program was fantastic and we  

all loved watching them have so much fun performing for  

everyone.  Thank you so much for all your support! It’s been a  

fast and wonderful year. 

 

Teachers:  Ms. Dear, Mrs. Gehring, Mrs. Hernandez, Mrs. House,  

Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. Woolley 

ENERGIZED in Enrichment 
 

Third six weeks in Enrichment has 

been filled with lots of holiday 

fun! Pre-K, Kindergarten and first 

grade students all created a 

Thanksgiving craft to decorate 

our cafeteria for their holiday 

feast. We even had some fun 

playing “Turkey Bingo” to cele-

brate! We also had to get start-

ed on our Christmas activities in 

order to have them ready to 

display for the month of Decem-

ber. Second grade students all 

made and decorated a star to 

add to our Christmas tree dis-

play, and Third graders used a 

watercolor resist technique to 

create cool-colored snowflakes; 

the final display was AMAZING! 

Printmaking is a new technique 

that our fourth graders used to 

create artwork for a Christmas 

card. These cards were deliv-

ered to any school employee of 

their choice. For science we 

have done some “cool” activi-

ties melting ice and also some 

baking soda “Christmas trees.” I 

would say we have had a 

GREAT first semester, and look 

forward to the New Year! 

 

Mrs. Cheli 

Growing POWERFUL in PE 
 

Exciting things are coming up in PE here at East Side! We 

have the annual Jump Rope for Heart in February. This is 

an annual event that brings the elementary schools to-

gether through the activity of jumping rope! We have 

started our rope jumping component and will continue in 

anticipation of this fun event! Remember, jumping rope is 

an activity that the entire family can do and it takes very 

little equipment. It’s a great way to get fit! 

We will also focus on soccer and tennis sport themes in 

the upcoming weeks. Both soccer and tennis are very 

popular sports in our community and this will give students 

the opportunity to participate and learn more about the 

two sports. This may even develop a desire for them to 

pursue the sport further and join a soccer league or at-

tend a tennis camp or clinic. Keep informed and learn the 

many ways your child can excel in both sports and fitness! 

As always, thank you for allowing us to coach and teach 

your children. 

 

Coach Roper & Mrs. M.E. 

Computer GENIUS 
We are moving right along in computer class. Kindergarten is getting in 

the swing of logging in and getting more time to work on the computers. 

First grade is really getting “techy” and learning where the letters and 

numbers are on the keyboard and which fingers to use when typing them. 

Second grade is learning about data storage, what certain windows and 

controls do, as well as the toolbars and menu functions. Third grade is get-

ting in the groove of keeping their hands in place and how to move 

around from top row, lower row, and number row while using the shift key. 

Fourth grade is hanging in there and I am so proud of them, as this six - 

weeks has been very challenging. They are learning about cell formatting, 

spreadsheets, entering data into a table, pie charts, bar graphs and line 

graphs. All of your children are doing a fabulous job and I am so blessed 

to be teaching and working with each and every one of them! 
Mrs. Covey 


